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Ingroduction of Kolkhozy ’ 4
- - 25X1

1. After the annexation of the Zakerpatskaya Oblast by the USSR, private
. property remeined in the hands of its owners for about 1.5 years. After
that, kolkhozy were Introduced and farmers wers invitsd to Join then,
However, voluntary methods for eateblishing the kolkhozy were unsuccessful
50 mome drastic methods were undertaken. TFirst, two or three forms in
each village were confiscated and the former owners were denounced as
class enemies and traitors and were arrested. Nex{, pressure was used
. bo force small land holdery %o join the newly formed kolkhozy. If they
© - 44d not Jjoin voluntarily, they were allowed to keep thelr farms but were
given such high delivery quotas to fulfill that they were unable to meet
. them, In such cases, the farmer was forced to buy grain at high prices
on the open merket to meke up for the deficit. When he was unable todo
this, he was denocunced as & saboteur of kolkhozy and of planned economy,
was arrested, and put into & concentration camp.

Standerd of Living

2, Living conditions in the area were very poor; prices weve high, wages .
lows  Following is a list of commodity prices prior to Decsmber 1951:

1 kg 0f 1arGececocoescnorsoncscoacasarssoassesasnsones 50 rubles
1 kg of brown bread (white bread was not T

K availsblelx ceriesisiiensrss 2 rubles
L kg of PaW DPOTKeeoororaeronras, .. cesssesnsrsisocas 45 rubles
SOBD cecoeerarcna.. cetcevicaiiscescssesnssncancscns Y = 5 rublés

Worsted suilt (only foremen can afford themls.se....900 - 1,000 rubles
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9.

10,

11, All movie theaters end entertainment enterprises werse greduelly netionalized
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SNOBE veesssssevoravonsssssonnsonossasnsnsesrsorrors 450 rubles
Mam's shirt ..cievvvncooos woonosouw iisevesesessessaes 100 rubles

Pasople in the area vere dressed in rags and torn shoes. Sometimes
factories obtained special allocations of garments end shoes for the
workers and sold theh at half price. In most ceses, however, these
allocations were distribubted among the foremen and directors and only a
few things were left for thoss who needed them most.

A saw mill, which paid a joiner 13 rubles per day, frequently was
uvnable to pay all its workers oun the first of the month, often making
the workers wait a month or more for their wages. The reason given by
the mill was that the bank had no money, the factory was in debt, or
that the budget wes overdrawn. There was na appeal and the people were
sometimes reduced to living on petatoes end salt. In the most serious
hardship cases, when workers lacked money even for potatoes, they would
ve sdvenced 100 rubles only after their case had been investigated by
a foreman,

Workers with more than three children at home received a monthly
allowance of 10 rubles for each chlld. Single workers suffered wage
preductions of 150 or more rubles /[presumsbly per mont§7 if they did not
marry by the age of 20. This greatly encouraged early marriages. All.
girls were compelled towork. g

After a worker had been employed in a factory for at least a year, he
received sick benefits at the rate of 50 percent of his normal wage, but
e doctor had to certify his illness. If the worker was still unable to
work sfter six weeks, he was entitled to draw full wages. Workers over
65 years old, who had worked with one firm for 25 years, could claim

a monthly allowance of 200 rubles.

People's homes were furnished with oﬁly the most essential furaiture.
There were no feather beds in workers' homes and only & few blankets,
Good furniture could be seed in homes of Communiet® leaders,

Only sorep pleces of aloth were avollable for baby clothing and babdy
carrieges were a great luxury. Ohildren under three years of age were
aocepted in kindergarten only if they were semi-orphans and their parent
was 8% work during the day., Ohildren's hospitals were 25 kilometers
away from the villages, which had to depend on "doctors" who hed only

two or thres monthe' training. Such %dootors”, who were selected Communist

propagendists, decided whether or not & worker wes in physical condition
to work., As a general ruls, & worker hed to have & high fever or have
been seriously hurt to be relieved from his duties,

There was little time for sports in- the Zakerpatskaya Oblast. Tennls,
riding, and cer or motorcycle racing no longer existed,and oycling wes

unpopuler becsuse tlres cost around 150 rubles each. Football and volley-

vall remained the only popular sports. -

Working people rarely went to places of entertainment and, if.they dai4,
it was usually in working clothes as they hed nothing else to put on,
Gommunist leaders, foremen, and their wives vere well dressed.
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during : the first two years of Soviet control. Only Soviet  films

were shown and the theaters were seldom visited becsuse there was little
money available among the population for entertainment. There were enter-
tainment centers or clubs, each of which was equipped only with a radio,

a phonograph, and a political library. -The club leader, who was & fanatigal
CGommunist end & relisble revoluticnary, wes peid 350 rubles per month,.

Only & few people, most of them directors, foremen, and political lesders,
privately owned their radios. Residents of the area were afraid to
listen to foreign broadcasts so only Sovist political propagande and
Bugsian music were heard. -

Youth who had passed %en grades in school could be ‘tsachers, '

Persecution of Relisions

14,

150

16,

17,

18.

About six months after the annexation of the Zakarpatskaya Oblast by
the Soviet Unlon, the Church started to support the Communist regime and
vriests tried to persuads_the audiences that the Russisn Orthodox Church
was the only good church.

During Mass the people were t0ld to go te various political meetings

in local clubs,and the people had to abtend if they wanted to retain

thelr employment. At these meetings the subject for discussion was

usually the Communist campaign ageinst other churches, or other political
discussions, As such propaganda was not accepted by the people, local
euthorities i1ssued.an order that Sundeys would become workdays if necessary,
and a "day of rest® would be granted at a dAifferent time, Working on
Sundays became compulsory and dilsobedience was punished by six months at )
forced lebor,during which time 25 percent of the prisoner’s wages were .deéducted,
Those who disobeyed were also excluded from recelving such special allocaw-
s of clothes and shoes as were sometimes distributed in the factorles,
Absenteelsm was regarded by the Communists as subversive activity against
the USSR .

When priests continued to reed masses on the holidays, and Sundays that
were proclalmed workdsys, the Communists then made efforis to persuade
them to enter the Russian Orthodox Church, .Iater, they were given a time-
limit in which to decide whether or not they wanted to enter the Church
and, 1f they decided against 1%, they wers usually put in prison, Many
vere sentenced to 25 years of foreced labor, which meant deportation to
Siberia., Members of the families of these men received financial allot-

ments until the wife sought & divorce.

Churches which did not have parish priests were taken over by the Russian
Orthodox Church and quite & number of churches were closed mnd changed
into stores, warehouses, or entertainment centers. Churches of other
creeds and synagoguws were, in time, nstionalized and also placed under

the Rusgian Orthodox Church ywhich is now the only Christian church left

in the Zakarpatskays Oblest. Komsomol members were forbldden to enter

even the Russian Orthodox Churches. Weddings were performed inthe offices
of National Committees (sic) by a Communist official.

In spite ofthe great terror and Communist propagende, people hopsd that
liberationwould come soon and that they would be able o live normally '
again, :
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Concentration Camps

190

20,

21.

22,

Pplitical wonversations in restaurants and sntertalnment centers were
strictly prohibited and the people were afraid to speak openly. If caught
sxpressing views against the Soviet regime, people were frequently taken
away by the MVD or #he militia, never %o see their Ffamilies again,
Prisoners were not permitted to write amd nobvody knew where they wers

detained,

The concentration camp in Stalin, rad‘ housed '
about 5,000 prisoneraLl_—L \

-25X1

25X1

|

The concentration camp in Stalingrad was surrounded by a barbed wire fence,
inside of which wes a two-to three-meter-wide ploughed and harrowed strip
on which prisoners wers forbidden to trespass. At each corner of the
enclosed area wes a foun-lo tlve-meter-high watchtower which held & guard
armed with a rifle and a sub-mechine gun. The camp consisted of a number
of one-room wood barracks which accommodated 100 to 120 prisoners each.
Bunkes consisted simply of tiers of planks ,and sanitary conditions in the
barracks were generally puor., Prisoners worked in gengs of 25 men. Bight
to ten MVD men,who Were armed with eub=me.ching guus and had dogs, guarded
about 100 prisonera,

Brealfast inthe cemp usually conglasted of potato soup made of potatoes.
boiled with vegetables and grasg., Every prisoner received s large spoonful
of soup and 65 decegrams of bread, his sallocation for the sntire -

day. A4t lunch, there was soup again, this time with about two gills of
mashed salted potatoss or porridge. IEvening meals consisted of the same
soup a8 was served in the morning., Hach prisoner reseived about 30 grams of
mel twice weekly, If a prisoner did mot Zulfill his work norms, his food
was out and he was often looked in & cold room with concrete walls and
floor, stripped of his alothes, and left thers overnight, There is an
example of a prisonsr being stripped, tiod, and beaten with everything

the guards could lay their hands on until he fell unconsolious. After the
guarde had thrown cold water on him and he hed regained consclousness,

he was beaten for a second time until he was again unoonsoious. The camp
dootor was then called and, after a dlagnosis of "alive" was given, the
prisoner was put into his room and left there until the next moraing,when
he was ordered %o resume his normalwrk. Dead prisoners were buried anywhere
outeide the camp with nothing to indicate thelr graves and not even the
olosest relatives wers notified of theiw death, :
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Prisoners were psrmitted to receive parcels from relatives only if they
had fulfilled their work norms 100 percent. Prisoners who exceeded their
work norms 150 percent. were promised a two-day reduction of sentence

for each day that they exceeded their work norms, However, all the ad-
vantages a prisonsr had gained by increased output weracancelled and he
hal to start from the beginaning if he was unable to wrk for even ten
minutes within a pericd of six months. Those whe completed their work
norms 150 percent were notified of their sentence reduction every six
monthe, :

if a prisoner escaped from camp ow Ffrom work, the obther prisoners were
stopped from working uwnatil the escapes was found., Time thus missed had
%0 be made up., Guards never carpried arms begause of the danger of the
prigoners' overpovering them. Arms were usually stored in the guard room,
Wetchtowers were squipped with wearchlights whieh operated constently
after dark,

Bevellle wes at 0500 hours in sumwer, 0600 hours in winter. Prisoners had
%0 hike slx kilometers tuwrk onoh day., The aversgs norm for sewer
digglng was aboub #3 linser meters per day per foroed laborer,

When a prisoner was about to bemlsased, he had to swear not to reveal
the naturs of his work, what conditions iu camp wers like, and how he
wae treated. :

Aduinisirebive Aubhorijiss

27,

In the Zakarpatekaye Ohlast, local adminiatrative officss were ocalled "Sil
Reda", while the dimitrist [rayon Jf admlnletzation was salled:"Okruzhnyy
Fomitet", Chairman of the "Okrushnyy Komitet" in Ughgorod ( N 48«38,

B 22-16) .was Kusnir (fnu), EHead of the MVD was Captain Zekov (fnu), s tall
strongly bullt men, 32 to 40 years old, " He lived in Ushgorod,

Wil ey

28,

29,

30,

The mllitary gerrigon statloned in Ushgorod consisted of infantry,
artillery, and a task bagallion, altogether numbering about 20,000 men,
Thers were also other units, & headquarters, end an airfield., The head-
quarters of the frontier guard unlts was in Mukachevo ( ¥ 48«26, R 22-43),
A camoufleged enti-aircraft artillery unit was situated along the Omech =
USSR border. . ’ : :

In March 1951, the 1928-31 military classes were called up. &ll recrults
hed their hair olipped short bofors stariing service, Reorults from the
Zekarpatekays Oblagt wers first concentrated in Mukacheve, from where they
were taken further iato the USSR, They wers transported in freight trains,
each trainloed sarvying about 2,000 men. There wers ten guards for every

500 recrults, Recrultment iu Ushgored was performed by Lt. Ool., Fomin (),

Only the clesses which had been called up in 1945 were called up and no one
who hed served in afbreign army was baluw.?

Zakarpatekaya Oblast had ne ordinasy police ap in other aountries, and
order was maintained by militia who were & . with pistols.

Rorder Controls

3.

The entire Czech = USSR froutier was meperated by a 200=meter wide ploughed
and harrowed strip and a system of wire~conneoted mines and slgnal rockets,
In wooded areas, ther¥was s watchtower with a frontier guard srmed with

& sub=-machlne gun., Along the whole frontier there was & green cable
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placed about one meter high. Whenever this cable was touched, a dbuld
automatically lighted up in the appropriate komendatura, showing the
location where the cable had been touched.
Transportation
32, The Mukachevo Railroad Station consisted of a large base for transshipping
goods golng from Czechoslovakia or Hungary to the USSR.
33. Railroad tunnels near Uzhok ( N 48-39, E 22-52) on the Uzhgorod - Moscow i
Line were being repaired.
Industrial
34. In Perschin ( N 48-46, E 22-28) thers was a plant which made gunpowder
from cellulose, and & saw mill., The gunpowder factory employed about 25X1

1,000 people and was gusrded by soldiers.

1. Comment: probably|:| Orthodox Churches not formerly 25X1
under Soviet contz‘-ol.

25X1

2.:&9@‘@&1: It i lea m the text exactly what t .
of recruitment this was. probably 25X1
troops who had been previously recrulted in 1945 and were peing rec 1led

for refresher training.

25X1

. o~
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